
What is the amazing 
story behind this 
beautiful picture?

R’ Elazar Menachem Mann Shach זצ״ל was born in Lithuania and learned in Ponevezh 
 of R’ Isser תלמיד מבהק and became a ,ישיבה at age 7. At 13, he moved to Slabodka ישיבה
Zalman Meltzer. R’ Isser Zalman gave him סמיכה and also proposed a shidduch with 
his niece, Gittel Golomovsky. They married in 1923; R’ Shach would often say, “All my 
 in Kletsk and Karlin. During ראשׁ ישיבה From 1927-1939 he served as ”.זכוּת is in her תּוֹרה
WWII, he moved to Vilna. In 1940, he escaped to ארץ ישראל and was ר״מ in עץ חיים until 
1952. Then he became ראשׁ ישיבה of Ponevezh. The ׁחזוֹן איש said, “ֹהאמת אָהוּב אצלו - The 
truth is beloved to him!” and stood up for him. The Steipler insisted R’ Shach must 

approve every public letter and sign on top. He authored the אבי עזרי.

Thank you 
very much for 

catching me! You should 
have Brocha and 

Hatzlocha!

Shalom 
Alechem. It’s such 
an honor to see 

you again!

Alechem Hasholom, 
Rebbi! It’s always so 
special to be here…

I’m sorry, 
the Rabbi is not responding 

anymore… he hasn’t opened his 
eyes. You’re wasting your 

time...

Please let me in. 
I have a very close 
connection with Rav 

Shach!

wow!...he 
hasn’t responded like 

this in weeks! I must take 
a picture!

Oy!

Yosef was ascending the stairs 
to the Ponevezh Yeshivah, close 

behind Rav Shach...

Yosef reached out and caught Rav 
Shach by the arm, and held THE ROSH 

YESHIVA until he REGAINED his balance.

Years later, Yosef came to 
visit Rav Shach in the hospital.

R’ Shach missed a step and 
started to fall back...

From that day on, Rav Shach always greeted 
Yosef with special attention. He would stand up 

to greet him and treat Yosef with unusual honor...

The nurse reluctantly agreed. Yosef 
entered and whispered into R’ Shach’s 

ear...R’ Shach became momentarily alert and 
motioned for Yosef to come close to him.

Rav Shach could not respond; however, his built-
in Hakoras HaTov surpassed the laws of nature.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ר דוֹב רוֹקֵחַ זַצַ״ל שכָּׂ עַ  was born in Belz, Poland, to ר׳ יִשָּׂ  ר׳ יְהוֹשֻׁ
(2nd Belzer Rebbe) and ה מִרְיָּׂם  Following his father’s .רִבְקָּׂ
ה  in 1894, he served as the 3rd Belzer Rebbe until his ,פְטִירָּׂ

own ה ר דוֹב .פְטִירָּׂ שכָּׂ  was the accepted leader of Galician Jewry and was ר׳ יִשָּׂ
renowned as a בַעַל מוֹפֵת, attracting thousands who sought his כוֹת  In .בְרָּׂ
1867, he married his first wife, ה מָּׂ  Twersky, and they had two בַתְיָּׂה רוּחָּׂ
children together. After her ה ה he married ,פְטִירָּׂ  Pytshnik. They had חַיָּׂה דְבוֹרָּׂ
six children together. ר דוֹב שכָּׂ  program, which יוֹשְבִים initiated the ר׳ יִשָּׂ
encouraged married and unmarried men to learn all day in local ְשטִיבלעֶך. 
He fled to Hungary with many of his חֲסִידִים during WWI, and returned to 
Belz in 1925 to re-establish his court. 

 כ״ב חשון  
c. 5612 – 5687 
c.1894 – 1926 

The 3rd Belzer Rav,ר דוֹב רוֹקֵחַ זַצַ״ל שכָּׂ  was ר׳ יִשָּׂ
renowned for his ה ה ,תּוֹרָּׂ כָּׂ סַק הֲלָּׂ  and פְּ
keeping the ה סוֹרָּׂ  tradition, especially ,מְּ
when it came to ְחִנּוּך, education. He would 
say, “Teaching our children is mentioned 
in מַע רִיאַת שְּ ה together with קְּ זוּזָּׂ  and מְּ
פִלִין  This is to demonstrate how even .תְּּ
the tiniest deviation renders the education 
סוּל וֹת as it would ,פָּׂ זוּזָּׂ פִלִין and מְּ  ”!תְּּ
However, with great foresight, he gave his 
warm כוֹת רָּׂ  ,to Sarah Schenirer’s new girls’ day school בְּ
that blossomed into the בֵית יַעֲקֹב movement!  
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)בְרֵאשִית … וַיְהִי בְשַחֵת אֱלֹקִים אֶת עָרֵי הַכִכָר וַיִזְכֹר אֱלֹקִים אֶת אַבְרָהָם   
 יט:כט(

 And  so  it  happened  when  ד׳  was  destroying  the  cities  of  
the  plain  that  ד׳  remembered אַבְרָהָם …  
 himself who was אַבְרָהָם points out that it was not רַשִ״י 
remembered but rather what לוֹט had done for אַבְרָהָם. When אַבְרָהָם 
and שָרָה were in מִצְרַיִם claiming to be brother and sister, לוֹט had 
protected אַבְרָהָם by not divulging to the royal palace the secret of 
their true relationship as husband and wife. Therefore, ד׳ protected 
 .סְדוֹם and his family during the destruction of לוֹט
 R' Aharon Kotler asks an interesting question. Why wasn’t 
 of his high standard of hospitality rather than זְכוּת rescued in the לוֹט
his silence? Indeed, one of the main reasons for סְדוֹם’s destruction 
was its people’s lack of kindness and compassion. It would seem from 
this, then, that לוֹט’s hospitality should have been the more 
appropriate זְכוּת for the rescue. 
 in פִרְקֵי דְרַבִי אֶלִיעֶזֶר .s kindness was found in his children’לוֹט 
בְרֵאשִית ) went down to see ד׳ tells us that the outcry which פֶרֶק כ״ה
 s daughter. She had taken pity on a poor starving’לוֹט was from (יח:כא
man. She could not, of course, bring him food openly, so whenever she 
went to draw water from the town well, she would bring the man 
some concealed morsels of food from home. The city officials 
wondered how this poor man was able to survive, since the city rules 
strictly forbade the giving of food to the poor. 
 They put the man under official surveillance and soon 

discovered the guilty party. לוֹט’s daughter was condemned to a 
painful death, and it was her cries that were “the outcry” that rose up 
to the Heavenly Throne. If לוֹט’s own daughter died because of the 
hospitality that was established in לוֹט’s home, certainly this was a 
more logical cause for his rescue than his silence about שָרָה to the 
royal palace. 
 R' Aharon Kotler cites the Alter of Slabodka, who gives us a 
powerful insight to understand the difference in ד׳’s eyes between 
 s hospitality and his silence. Keeping quiet was a true challenge for’לוֹט
 It wasn’t natural for him; he had to struggle, but he successfully .לוֹט
passed a seemingly small test. 
 His family’s kindness did not come with the same struggle. 
They were brought up as members of אַבְרָהָם’s household and grew up 
learning from אַבְרָהָם’s kindness during the years they spent together. 
His family’s hospitality, although of the highest order, could not 
protect them as much as לוֹט’s personal struggle. לוֹט’s silence, despite 
being a seemingly far smaller act when compared to his family’s brave 
hospitality, was the result of his own qualities gained through personal 
struggle.  
 Do you realize the value in ד׳’s eyes of succeeding even over 
a small struggle? ד׳ chose the זְכוּת of לוֹט’s private struggle to remain 
silent and used that זְכוּת to protect both him and his entire family 
from סְדוֹם’s destruction. This זְכוּת was even greater than the heroic 
and courageous hospitality of לוֹט and his family in the face of the 
threat of death.  Adapted from: Talelei Oros (with kind permission from Feldheim) 
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 לרפואה שלמה למורינו ורבינו ר׳ יצחק מאיר שליט״א בן מרת שפרה ע״ה

פרשה: וירא     הפטרה: ואשה אחת מנשי בני הנביאים... )מלכים ב׳ ד:א-לז(

דף יומי: ראש השנה י״ד     משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ית יח:ז) רֵאשִׁ (בְּ ם  הָּ רָּ ץ אַבְּ ר רָּ קָּ אֶל הַבָּ … וְּ  
 Avrohom then ran to the cattle …  
 The א רָּ מָּ א פו:) גְּ יעָּ צִׁ א מְּ בָּ ם teaches that (בָּ הָּ רָּ  served his אַבְּ
three guests three tongues in ל דָּ  .mustard — one for each guest ,חַרְּ
 The Vilna Gaon was once sitting and teaching a group of his 
ים ידִׁ מִׁ  He turned to them and said, “There are 3 important .תַלְּ
characteristics that can be found in all ים יקִׁ  :צַדִׁ
 1. They feel compassion for the poor. 
 2. They need little to live. 
 3. Their hearts are in constant fear of ד׳. 
 These qualities are found in the word ל דָּ חַרְּ  as the letters ,בְּ
can be rearranged in three different ways: 
ל .1  חַר דָּ  .they choose the poor and love them—בָּ
ב .2  דַל רָּ  .they hold back from having a lot—חָּ
רַד לֵב .3   .ד׳ their hearts are trembling with fear of—חָּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
ל .1  חַר דָּ  :They choose the poor and love them—בָּ
 One עֶרֶב פֶסַח the יש  asked a newlywed to conduct the חֲזוֹן אִׁ
 for a group of girls who had been orphaned during the סֵדֶר
Holocaust. The young man replied that his wedding had taken place 
only a few days earlier, and he and his bride were looking forward to 
spending the יוֹם טוֹב with their family. The יש  responded, “A חֲזוֹן אִׁ
great ה וָּ צְּ  has come your way. One cannot imagine the pain those מִׁ
girls will suffer if they have to conduct the סֵדֶר by themselves. If you 
will not join them, then I will!” The young couple heeded the  חֲזוֹן
יש  .s request’אִׁ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 The יש  once learned that an ill student attending a חֲזוֹן אִׁ
ה יבָּ שִׁ רַק some distance from יְּ נֵי בְּ  was suffering from a throat בְּ
problem and was not being attended to properly. Without wasting a 
moment, he purchased a jar of honey, hailed a taxi and, accompanied 
by his יד מִׁ  Reb Zelig Shapiro, was on his way. His visit to the boy’s תַלְּ
bedside caused quite a stir. From then on, the dormitory personnel 
made sure that ill students were properly cared for. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
ב .2  דַל רָּ  .They hold back from having a lot—חָּ
 The יש  once remarked that he never felt a need for חֲזוֹן אִׁ
food; he relied on his Rebbetzin to decide when and what he should 
eat. Once, he was about to partake of his meal when someone 
entered to discuss a pressing matter. The יש  laid the silverware חֲזוֹן אִׁ
aside and involved himself in the problem. As soon as the first visitor 
left, another man arrived and then still another. 
 When the last person had left, the יש  said, “It seems חֲזוֹן אִׁ
to me that all these disruptions indicate that there is no need to eat 
at this time,” and he left the table without having tasted a morsel. A 
short while later, it was discovered that among the foods that had 
been placed before the יש רוּמוֹת was a vegetable from which חֲזוֹן אִׁ  תְּ
and רוֹת יש had not been separated. Thus, by not eating, the מַעֲשְּ  חֲזוֹן אִׁ
was saved from having sinned inadvertently.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
רַד לֵב .3   .ד׳ Their hearts are trembling with fear of—חָּ
  It happened once that Israeli soldiers were engaging in 
target practice near his home on ת חֲזוֹן  An officer knocked on the .שַבָּ
יש  s door to assure him that this was only a training session and that’אִׁ
there was nothing to fear. Said the יש  I am more afraid of your“ ,חֲזוֹן אִׁ
desecration of ת  ”!than of Arab grenades on the weekdays שַבָּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 In 1946, members of the Irgun attacked a British post in 
רַק A chase ensued, and the British army headed towards .רַמַת גַן נֵי בְּ  .בְּ
 Meanwhile, the daily ן יָּ נְּ יש was gathering in the מִׁ  s’חַזוֹן אִׁ
home. As the silent רֵה מוֹנָּה עֶשְּ  was recited, the sounds of שְּ
approaching gunfire were heard. The chase headed past the  חֲזוֹן
יש  s apartment; the stench of gunpowder filled the air. Sounds of’אִׁ
shooting mingled with screams of fright could be heard outside. All 
the יָּן נְּ יש participants were shaken — except for the מִׁ  he ;חֲזוֹן אִׁ
continued davening with perfect calm. The יש  was in חֲזוֹן אִׁ
conversation with his Maker and nothing in the world could disturb 
his concentration. Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
רִיד  יב הָרווּחַ ווּמווֹ ִ מַשׁוּ

ם שֶׁ הַגוֶּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

כַר שָכִיר  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד  לוּמֵי שְּ תַשְּ תִיחָה לְּ פְּ  
*The ים מָרָא continues that the חָפֵץ חַיִּ יעָא ס״א וקי״א) גְּ צִּ  teaches of (בָבָא מְּ
the very rare cases where ד׳ Himself acts as both judge and witness. One 
such case is when a person withholds the wages of a worker. He also 
quotes the מָרָא  which lists four reasons why a person’s (סֻכָה כט:) גְּ
wealth diminishes and one of the causes is not paying a worker on time. 
Occasionally, people do not pay after work has been satisfactorily 
completed, especially if it is only a small job; however, the סּוּר  תּוֹרָה of אִּ
does not distinguish between $1 or a $100. 
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  

The ים סּוּר notes that transgression of this חָפֵץ חַיִּ  is found even among those with fine אִּ
דּוֹת  This laxity is due to the lack of awareness and knowledge on the subject. If one .מִּ
would put the same efforts as he does into other וֹת צְּ  there (.etc סֻכָה ,לוּלָב ,שׁוֹפָר .e.g) מִּ
would be far less violation of this סּוּר  .אִּ

1. Why did הקב״ה inform אַבְרָהָם after the עֲקֵידָה that מִלְכָה had 
borne children to נָחוֹר? 

2. What equality is there between the family of אַבְרָהָם and the 
family of his brother נָחוֹר? 

1. After the אַבְרָהָם ,עֲקֵידָה pondered, “I should have married off יִצְחָק to a daughter 
of אֶשְכוֹל ,עָנֵר or מַמְרֵא.” Therefore, הקב״ה told him that יִצְחָק ,רִבְקָה’s intended 
spouse, had been born (ְּבָרִים ד״ה אַחֲרֵי הַד … — 22:20). 

2. 12 families emerged from each of them; 8 came from the main wives (of יַעֲקֹב 
and נָחוֹר) and 4 from the secondary wives (22:20 — ד״ה גַם הִוא). 

1. Why did הקב״ה inform אַבְרָהָם after the עֲקֵידָה that מִלְכָה had 
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2. What equality is there between the family of אַבְרָהָם and the 
family of his brother נָחוֹר? 

1. After the אַבְרָהָם ,עֲקֵידָה pondered, “I should have married off יִצְחָק to a daughter 
of אֶשְכוֹל ,עָנֵר or מַמְרֵא.” Therefore, הקב״ה told him that יִצְחָק ,רִבְקָה’s intended 
spouse, had been born (ְּבָרִים ד״ה אַחֲרֵי הַד … — 22:20). 

2. 12 families emerged from each of them; 8 came from the main wives (of יַעֲקֹב 
and נָחוֹר) and 4 from the secondary wives (22:20 — ד״ה גַם הִוא). 
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Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

When ר דוֹב רוֹקֵחַ זַצַ״ל שכָּׂ ה took his son to the ר׳ יִשָּׂ  for the מִקְוָּׂ
1st time, the boy said, “Oy! Oy!” as he entered the hot water. As 
he exited, he murmured, “Ah! Ah!” Smiling, the רֶבִי said, “ אַזוֹי
ה. אִין אָנפאַנג ס׳אִיז אוֹי! אוֹי! אוּן צוּם סוֹף ס׳אִיז אַ! אַ!  טוּט מעֶן אַ מִצְוָּׂ
— This is how one does a ה  ’!When it starts out, it is ‘Oy! Oy .מִצְוָּׂ
and in the end, it is ‘Ah! Ah!’ —  מִיט עֲבֵרוֹת ס׳אִיז פאַרקעֶרט: צוּם
 it is עֲבֵרוֹת With — עֶרשׁט ס׳אִיז אַ! אַ! אָבעֶר צוּם סוֹף ס׳אִיז אוֹי! אוֹי!
the opposite: at first it’s ‘Ah! Ah!’, but in the end, it’s ‘Oy! Oy!’”   

Source: Men of Distinction 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The third Belzer Rebbe, 
״ל צַּ ר דוֹב רוֹקֵחַּ זַּ שכָּׂ  was ,ר׳ יִשָּׂ
known as a אוֹן דִיק and גָּׂ  from his צַּ
early youth and was a קִי ״ס  in בָּׂ שַּ
לְמִי בְלִי וְיְרוּשַּ  .at a young age בַּ
Although he spent the first forty 
years of his life before becoming 
Rebbe absorbed in learning day 
and night, he was a master at 
understanding and advising 
people on worldly matters.  
 As the reform movement 
made strides, the assimilationists 
in the Austrian Reichsrat 
[Parliament] passed a law that all 
נִים בָּׂ  in the Hapsburg Empire רַּ
must be fluent in German and 
well versed in secular subjects. 
The Rebbe, accompanied by his 
aide, went to meet with the 
Minister of Culture in Lemberg 
(Lvov), Poland. He took a תְהִלִים 
and davened that ד׳ should put 
the right words in his mouth. On 
their way up the stairs to the 
minister’s office, they met Baron 
Von Horowitz – a secular Jewish 
die-hard reformer.  
 “And where is the Rebbe 
going?…Up to the minister? 
You’re wasting your time…” said 
the Baron scornfully.   
 At the meeting, the 
minister first argued, “Rabbis 

ought to have some secular 
education; it is for their own 
good!” 
 The ב  then respectfully רָּׂ
replied that if the minister 
wanted to construct a new home, 
he would surely consult experts. 
It should be the same with נִים בָּׂ  .רַּ
He should value the expert 
opinion of the נִים בָּׂ  ,themselves רַּ
and not take advice from 
amateurs like the Baron who had 
never officiated as a ב  The !רָּׂ
minister listened, and they 
continued speaking. He was 
genuinely impressed by the ב  s’רָּׂ
sharp insight and wise 
perspective on worldly matters. 
After their hour-long audience he 
cancelled the decree, 
reprimanding the Baron for 
dismissing the Belzer Rebbe as a 
simpleton. The Baron’s influence 
declined from then on.  
   My לְמִיד  the Belzer ,תַּ
Rav lived a life of pure ה  and תוֹרָּׂ
יִם מַּ ת שָּׂ  All he need was .יִרְאַּ
יָּׂא א דִשְמַּ  for the minister to סִיַּעְתָּׂ
converse with a ה ן תוֹרָּׂ  The .בֶּ
minister would recognize from 
just seeing and talking with him 
that the ה  we study is timeless תוֹרָּׂ
and its wisdom is eternal! 

רוּךְ!         יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּׂ
בִי Your ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ

Story adapted from: Rescuing the Rebbe of Belz (ArtScroll) 

Understanding
Davening

This Week in History

 Yahrtzeit of R' Mordechai – 2003 / 5764 מַרְחֶשְוָן 20
Leib Zuckerman, זַצַ״ל, author of מֵאִיר עֵינֵי יִשְרָאֵל. He 
was born in 5670 / 1910 in Samagron (Smorgon), 
Lithuania, a city near Vilna, and grew up in a home 
of תּוֹרָה and חֶסֶד. In his youth he learned in the 
 In .זַצַ״ל ,in Lida, under R' Yaakov Neiman יְשִיבָה
1931, he moved to Radin to learn in the יְשִיבָה of 
the חָפֵץ חַיִים, where he remained for 8 years. During 
this time he became very close to the חָפֵץ חַיִים and 
was among the select תַּלְמִידִים who accompanied 
him on his daily walks. He continued his learning in 
the יְשִיבָה in Kelm, and it was there that he acquired 
his distinctive סֵדֶר הַיוֹם, always adhering to a strict 
schedule for davening and learning גְמָרָא and מוּסָר 
until his last day. 
 During the war, he was in the Kovno 
ghetto, where he took an active role in the ְחִנּוּך of 
the children, teaching them תּוֹרָה and instilling  יִרְאַת
 .in them שָמַיִם
 After surviving the war, Reb Mordechai 
traveled to France, where he married his Rebbetzin, 
 In .אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל and from there they sailed to ,ע״ה
1948, he moved to יְרוּשָלַיִם, settling in Givat Shaul 
where he  accepted the position of רָב of the 
Perushim shul and the head of כּוֹלֵל חֶבְרוֹן. He 
occupied those positions for over 50 years. 
 For many years he had a steady  מוּסָר
 .זַצַ״ל with R' Shlomo Wolbe סֵדֶר
 He was known for his exceptional  יִרְאַת
 Many sought his counsel and blessing. He .שָמַיִם
lived a modest life, shunning luxuries,  and was 
interested only in increasing his תּוֹרָה knowledge 
and יִרְאַת שָמַיִם. 
 In his last months he became ill. Despite 
extreme weakness, he never stopped anticipating 
 .יְשוּעָה s’ד׳

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

ם יד הַגֶּשֶּ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִּׁ  מַשִּׁ
Who makes the wind blow and makes the 

rain descend 
What is the connection between making 
the wind blow and making the rain 
descend? The עֵץ יוֹסֵף explains that the wind 
blowing is one powerful force controlled by 
 the rain descending is another such ;ד׳
force. These two forces work together. 
Each individual rain droplet is designated 
by ד׳ to fall from the sky and land on an 
exact location on the ground. ד׳’s strongest 
wind just carries the raindrop to a 
pinpointed spot in a field; it does not 
change the place ד׳ planned for any droplet 
of rain. This is the meaning of  גְבוּרוֹת
מִים  the might of the rain. This is also ,הַגְשָׁ
true for any area of ה סָׁ  livelihood. There ,פַרְנָׁ
is no other force that can ever change the 
destination of the ה סָׁ  has ד׳ that פַרְנָׁ
designated for you. 

More Than Mustard

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• One who remembers neglecting to say  ַיב הָרוּח  before מַשִּׁ
the רָכָה יוּם הַבְּ נֶאֱמָן אַתָה of] סִּׁ יב הָרוּחַ  should say [וְּ  at the מַשִּׁ
place that he is up to when he realizes his error. However, 

he must first finish the יָן נְּ ים e.g. if he said ,עִּׁ תִּׁ חַיֵּה מֵּ  and מְּ
remembers, he should first finish the words ים ים רַבִּׁ רַחֲמִּׁ  בְּ
before inserting  ַיב הָרוּח  .מַשִּׁ



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ית יח:ז) רֵאשִׁ (בְּ ם  הָּ רָּ ץ אַבְּ ר רָּ קָּ אֶל הַבָּ … וְּ  
 Avrohom then ran to the cattle …  
 The א רָּ מָּ א פו:) גְּ יעָּ צִׁ א מְּ בָּ ם teaches that (בָּ הָּ רָּ  served his אַבְּ
three guests three tongues in ל דָּ  .mustard — one for each guest ,חַרְּ
 The Vilna Gaon was once sitting and teaching a group of his 
ים ידִׁ מִׁ  He turned to them and said, “There are 3 important .תַלְּ
characteristics that can be found in all ים יקִׁ  :צַדִׁ
 1. They feel compassion for the poor. 
 2. They need little to live. 
 3. Their hearts are in constant fear of ד׳. 
 These qualities are found in the word ל דָּ חַרְּ  as the letters ,בְּ
can be rearranged in three different ways: 
ל .1  חַר דָּ  .they choose the poor and love them—בָּ
ב .2  דַל רָּ  .they hold back from having a lot—חָּ
רַד לֵב .3   .ד׳ their hearts are trembling with fear of—חָּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
ל .1  חַר דָּ  :They choose the poor and love them—בָּ
 One עֶרֶב פֶסַח the יש  asked a newlywed to conduct the חֲזוֹן אִׁ
 for a group of girls who had been orphaned during the סֵדֶר
Holocaust. The young man replied that his wedding had taken place 
only a few days earlier, and he and his bride were looking forward to 
spending the יוֹם טוֹב with their family. The יש  responded, “A חֲזוֹן אִׁ
great ה וָּ צְּ  has come your way. One cannot imagine the pain those מִׁ
girls will suffer if they have to conduct the סֵדֶר by themselves. If you 
will not join them, then I will!” The young couple heeded the  חֲזוֹן
יש  .s request’אִׁ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 The יש  once learned that an ill student attending a חֲזוֹן אִׁ
ה יבָּ שִׁ רַק some distance from יְּ נֵי בְּ  was suffering from a throat בְּ
problem and was not being attended to properly. Without wasting a 
moment, he purchased a jar of honey, hailed a taxi and, accompanied 
by his יד מִׁ  Reb Zelig Shapiro, was on his way. His visit to the boy’s תַלְּ
bedside caused quite a stir. From then on, the dormitory personnel 
made sure that ill students were properly cared for. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
ב .2  דַל רָּ  .They hold back from having a lot—חָּ
 The יש  once remarked that he never felt a need for חֲזוֹן אִׁ
food; he relied on his Rebbetzin to decide when and what he should 
eat. Once, he was about to partake of his meal when someone 
entered to discuss a pressing matter. The יש  laid the silverware חֲזוֹן אִׁ
aside and involved himself in the problem. As soon as the first visitor 
left, another man arrived and then still another. 
 When the last person had left, the יש  said, “It seems חֲזוֹן אִׁ
to me that all these disruptions indicate that there is no need to eat 
at this time,” and he left the table without having tasted a morsel. A 
short while later, it was discovered that among the foods that had 
been placed before the יש רוּמוֹת was a vegetable from which חֲזוֹן אִׁ  תְּ
and רוֹת יש had not been separated. Thus, by not eating, the מַעֲשְּ  חֲזוֹן אִׁ
was saved from having sinned inadvertently.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
רַד לֵב .3   .ד׳ Their hearts are trembling with fear of—חָּ
  It happened once that Israeli soldiers were engaging in 
target practice near his home on ת חֲזוֹן  An officer knocked on the .שַבָּ
יש  s door to assure him that this was only a training session and that’אִׁ
there was nothing to fear. Said the יש  I am more afraid of your“ ,חֲזוֹן אִׁ
desecration of ת  ”!than of Arab grenades on the weekdays שַבָּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 In 1946, members of the Irgun attacked a British post in 
רַק A chase ensued, and the British army headed towards .רַמַת גַן נֵי בְּ  .בְּ
 Meanwhile, the daily ן יָּ נְּ יש was gathering in the מִׁ  s’חַזוֹן אִׁ
home. As the silent רֵה מוֹנָּה עֶשְּ  was recited, the sounds of שְּ
approaching gunfire were heard. The chase headed past the  חֲזוֹן
יש  s apartment; the stench of gunpowder filled the air. Sounds of’אִׁ
shooting mingled with screams of fright could be heard outside. All 
the יָּן נְּ יש participants were shaken — except for the מִׁ  he ;חֲזוֹן אִׁ
continued davening with perfect calm. The יש  was in חֲזוֹן אִׁ
conversation with his Maker and nothing in the world could disturb 
his concentration. Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
רִיד  יב הָרווּחַ ווּמווֹ ִ מַשׁוּ

ם שֶׁ הַגוֶּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

כַר שָכִיר  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד  לוּמֵי שְּ תַשְּ תִיחָה לְּ פְּ  
*The ים מָרָא continues that the חָפֵץ חַיִּ יעָא ס״א וקי״א) גְּ צִּ  teaches of (בָבָא מְּ
the very rare cases where ד׳ Himself acts as both judge and witness. One 
such case is when a person withholds the wages of a worker. He also 
quotes the מָרָא  which lists four reasons why a person’s (סֻכָה כט:) גְּ
wealth diminishes and one of the causes is not paying a worker on time. 
Occasionally, people do not pay after work has been satisfactorily 
completed, especially if it is only a small job; however, the סּוּר  תּוֹרָה of אִּ
does not distinguish between $1 or a $100. 
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  

The ים סּוּר notes that transgression of this חָפֵץ חַיִּ  is found even among those with fine אִּ
דּוֹת  This laxity is due to the lack of awareness and knowledge on the subject. If one .מִּ
would put the same efforts as he does into other וֹת צְּ  there (.etc סֻכָה ,לוּלָב ,שׁוֹפָר .e.g) מִּ
would be far less violation of this סּוּר  .אִּ

1. Why did הקב״ה inform אַבְרָהָם after the עֲקֵידָה that מִלְכָה had 
borne children to נָחוֹר? 

2. What equality is there between the family of אַבְרָהָם and the 
family of his brother נָחוֹר? 

1. After the אַבְרָהָם ,עֲקֵידָה pondered, “I should have married off יִצְחָק to a daughter 
of אֶשְכוֹל ,עָנֵר or מַמְרֵא.” Therefore, הקב״ה told him that יִצְחָק ,רִבְקָה’s intended 
spouse, had been born (ְּבָרִים ד״ה אַחֲרֵי הַד … — 22:20). 

2. 12 families emerged from each of them; 8 came from the main wives (of יַעֲקֹב 
and נָחוֹר) and 4 from the secondary wives (22:20 — ד״ה גַם הִוא). 

1. Why did הקב״ה inform אַבְרָהָם after the עֲקֵידָה that מִלְכָה had 
borne children to נָחוֹר? 

2. What equality is there between the family of אַבְרָהָם and the 
family of his brother נָחוֹר? 

1. After the אַבְרָהָם ,עֲקֵידָה pondered, “I should have married off יִצְחָק to a daughter 
of אֶשְכוֹל ,עָנֵר or מַמְרֵא.” Therefore, הקב״ה told him that יִצְחָק ,רִבְקָה’s intended 
spouse, had been born (ְּבָרִים ד״ה אַחֲרֵי הַד … — 22:20). 

2. 12 families emerged from each of them; 8 came from the main wives (of יַעֲקֹב 
and נָחוֹר) and 4 from the secondary wives (22:20 — ד״ה גַם הִוא). 

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

When ר דוֹב רוֹקֵחַ זַצַ״ל שכָּׂ ה took his son to the ר׳ יִשָּׂ  for the מִקְוָּׂ
1st time, the boy said, “Oy! Oy!” as he entered the hot water. As 
he exited, he murmured, “Ah! Ah!” Smiling, the רֶבִי said, “ אַזוֹי
ה. אִין אָנפאַנג ס׳אִיז אוֹי! אוֹי! אוּן צוּם סוֹף ס׳אִיז אַ! אַ!  טוּט מעֶן אַ מִצְוָּׂ
— This is how one does a ה  ’!When it starts out, it is ‘Oy! Oy .מִצְוָּׂ
and in the end, it is ‘Ah! Ah!’ —  מִיט עֲבֵרוֹת ס׳אִיז פאַרקעֶרט: צוּם
 it is עֲבֵרוֹת With — עֶרשׁט ס׳אִיז אַ! אַ! אָבעֶר צוּם סוֹף ס׳אִיז אוֹי! אוֹי!
the opposite: at first it’s ‘Ah! Ah!’, but in the end, it’s ‘Oy! Oy!’”   

Source: Men of Distinction 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The third Belzer Rebbe, 
״ל צַּ ר דוֹב רוֹקֵחַּ זַּ שכָּׂ  was ,ר׳ יִשָּׂ
known as a אוֹן דִיק and גָּׂ  from his צַּ
early youth and was a קִי ״ס  in בָּׂ שַּ
לְמִי בְלִי וְיְרוּשַּ  .at a young age בַּ
Although he spent the first forty 
years of his life before becoming 
Rebbe absorbed in learning day 
and night, he was a master at 
understanding and advising 
people on worldly matters.  
 As the reform movement 
made strides, the assimilationists 
in the Austrian Reichsrat 
[Parliament] passed a law that all 
נִים בָּׂ  in the Hapsburg Empire רַּ
must be fluent in German and 
well versed in secular subjects. 
The Rebbe, accompanied by his 
aide, went to meet with the 
Minister of Culture in Lemberg 
(Lvov), Poland. He took a תְהִלִים 
and davened that ד׳ should put 
the right words in his mouth. On 
their way up the stairs to the 
minister’s office, they met Baron 
Von Horowitz – a secular Jewish 
die-hard reformer.  
 “And where is the Rebbe 
going?…Up to the minister? 
You’re wasting your time…” said 
the Baron scornfully.   
 At the meeting, the 
minister first argued, “Rabbis 

ought to have some secular 
education; it is for their own 
good!” 
 The ב  then respectfully רָּׂ
replied that if the minister 
wanted to construct a new home, 
he would surely consult experts. 
It should be the same with נִים בָּׂ  .רַּ
He should value the expert 
opinion of the נִים בָּׂ  ,themselves רַּ
and not take advice from 
amateurs like the Baron who had 
never officiated as a ב  The !רָּׂ
minister listened, and they 
continued speaking. He was 
genuinely impressed by the ב  s’רָּׂ
sharp insight and wise 
perspective on worldly matters. 
After their hour-long audience he 
cancelled the decree, 
reprimanding the Baron for 
dismissing the Belzer Rebbe as a 
simpleton. The Baron’s influence 
declined from then on.  
   My לְמִיד  the Belzer ,תַּ
Rav lived a life of pure ה  and תוֹרָּׂ
יִם מַּ ת שָּׂ  All he need was .יִרְאַּ
יָּׂא א דִשְמַּ  for the minister to סִיַּעְתָּׂ
converse with a ה ן תוֹרָּׂ  The .בֶּ
minister would recognize from 
just seeing and talking with him 
that the ה  we study is timeless תוֹרָּׂ
and its wisdom is eternal! 

רוּךְ!         יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּׂ
בִי Your ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ

Story adapted from: Rescuing the Rebbe of Belz (ArtScroll) 
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 Yahrtzeit of R' Mordechai – 2003 / 5764 מַרְחֶשְוָן 20
Leib Zuckerman, זַצַ״ל, author of מֵאִיר עֵינֵי יִשְרָאֵל. He 
was born in 5670 / 1910 in Samagron (Smorgon), 
Lithuania, a city near Vilna, and grew up in a home 
of תּוֹרָה and חֶסֶד. In his youth he learned in the 
 In .זַצַ״ל ,in Lida, under R' Yaakov Neiman יְשִיבָה
1931, he moved to Radin to learn in the יְשִיבָה of 
the חָפֵץ חַיִים, where he remained for 8 years. During 
this time he became very close to the חָפֵץ חַיִים and 
was among the select תַּלְמִידִים who accompanied 
him on his daily walks. He continued his learning in 
the יְשִיבָה in Kelm, and it was there that he acquired 
his distinctive סֵדֶר הַיוֹם, always adhering to a strict 
schedule for davening and learning גְמָרָא and מוּסָר 
until his last day. 
 During the war, he was in the Kovno 
ghetto, where he took an active role in the ְחִנּוּך of 
the children, teaching them תּוֹרָה and instilling  יִרְאַת
 .in them שָמַיִם
 After surviving the war, Reb Mordechai 
traveled to France, where he married his Rebbetzin, 
 In .אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל and from there they sailed to ,ע״ה
1948, he moved to יְרוּשָלַיִם, settling in Givat Shaul 
where he  accepted the position of רָב of the 
Perushim shul and the head of כּוֹלֵל חֶבְרוֹן. He 
occupied those positions for over 50 years. 
 For many years he had a steady  מוּסָר
 .זַצַ״ל with R' Shlomo Wolbe סֵדֶר
 He was known for his exceptional  יִרְאַת
 Many sought his counsel and blessing. He .שָמַיִם
lived a modest life, shunning luxuries,  and was 
interested only in increasing his תּוֹרָה knowledge 
and יִרְאַת שָמַיִם. 
 In his last months he became ill. Despite 
extreme weakness, he never stopped anticipating 
 .יְשוּעָה s’ד׳

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

ם יד הַגֶּשֶּ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִּׁ  מַשִּׁ
Who makes the wind blow and makes the 

rain descend 
What is the connection between making 
the wind blow and making the rain 
descend? The עֵץ יוֹסֵף explains that the wind 
blowing is one powerful force controlled by 
 the rain descending is another such ;ד׳
force. These two forces work together. 
Each individual rain droplet is designated 
by ד׳ to fall from the sky and land on an 
exact location on the ground. ד׳’s strongest 
wind just carries the raindrop to a 
pinpointed spot in a field; it does not 
change the place ד׳ planned for any droplet 
of rain. This is the meaning of  גְבוּרוֹת
מִים  the might of the rain. This is also ,הַגְשָׁ
true for any area of ה סָׁ  livelihood. There ,פַרְנָׁ
is no other force that can ever change the 
destination of the ה סָׁ  has ד׳ that פַרְנָׁ
designated for you. 

More Than Mustard

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• One who remembers neglecting to say  ַיב הָרוּח  before מַשִּׁ
the רָכָה יוּם הַבְּ נֶאֱמָן אַתָה of] סִּׁ יב הָרוּחַ  should say [וְּ  at the מַשִּׁ
place that he is up to when he realizes his error. However, 

he must first finish the יָן נְּ ים e.g. if he said ,עִּׁ תִּׁ חַיֵּה מֵּ  and מְּ
remembers, he should first finish the words ים ים רַבִּׁ רַחֲמִּׁ  בְּ
before inserting  ַיב הָרוּח  .מַשִּׁ



What is the amazing 
story behind this 
beautiful picture?

R’ Elazar Menachem Mann Shach זצ״ל was born in Lithuania and learned in Ponevezh 
 of R’ Isser תלמיד מבהק and became a ,ישיבה at age 7. At 13, he moved to Slabodka ישיבה
Zalman Meltzer. R’ Isser Zalman gave him סמיכה and also proposed a shidduch with 
his niece, Gittel Golomovsky. They married in 1923; R’ Shach would often say, “All my 
 in Kletsk and Karlin. During ראשׁ ישיבה From 1927-1939 he served as ”.זכוּת is in her תּוֹרה
WWII, he moved to Vilna. In 1940, he escaped to ארץ ישראל and was ר״מ in עץ חיים until 
1952. Then he became ראשׁ ישיבה of Ponevezh. The ׁחזוֹן איש said, “ֹהאמת אָהוּב אצלו - The 
truth is beloved to him!” and stood up for him. The Steipler insisted R’ Shach must 

approve every public letter and sign on top. He authored the אבי עזרי.

Thank you 
very much for 

catching me! You should 
have Brocha and 

Hatzlocha!

Shalom 
Alechem. It’s such 
an honor to see 

you again!

Alechem Hasholom, 
Rebbi! It’s always so 
special to be here…

I’m sorry, 
the Rabbi is not responding 

anymore… he hasn’t opened his 
eyes. You’re wasting your 

time...

Please let me in. 
I have a very close 
connection with Rav 

Shach!

wow!...he 
hasn’t responded like 

this in weeks! I must take 
a picture!

Oy!

Yosef was ascending the stairs 
to the Ponevezh Yeshivah, close 

behind Rav Shach...

Yosef reached out and caught Rav 
Shach by the arm, and held THE ROSH 

YESHIVA until he REGAINED his balance.

Years later, Yosef came to 
visit Rav Shach in the hospital.

R’ Shach missed a step and 
started to fall back...

From that day on, Rav Shach always greeted 
Yosef with special attention. He would stand up 

to greet him and treat Yosef with unusual honor...

The nurse reluctantly agreed. Yosef 
entered and whispered into R’ Shach’s 

ear...R’ Shach became momentarily alert and 
motioned for Yosef to come close to him.

Rav Shach could not respond; however, his built-
in Hakoras HaTov surpassed the laws of nature.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ר דוֹב רוֹקֵחַ זַצַ״ל שכָּׂ עַ  was born in Belz, Poland, to ר׳ יִשָּׂ  ר׳ יְהוֹשֻׁ
(2nd Belzer Rebbe) and ה מִרְיָּׂם  Following his father’s .רִבְקָּׂ
ה  in 1894, he served as the 3rd Belzer Rebbe until his ,פְטִירָּׂ

own ה ר דוֹב .פְטִירָּׂ שכָּׂ  was the accepted leader of Galician Jewry and was ר׳ יִשָּׂ
renowned as a בַעַל מוֹפֵת, attracting thousands who sought his כוֹת  In .בְרָּׂ
1867, he married his first wife, ה מָּׂ  Twersky, and they had two בַתְיָּׂה רוּחָּׂ
children together. After her ה ה he married ,פְטִירָּׂ  Pytshnik. They had חַיָּׂה דְבוֹרָּׂ
six children together. ר דוֹב שכָּׂ  program, which יוֹשְבִים initiated the ר׳ יִשָּׂ
encouraged married and unmarried men to learn all day in local ְשטִיבלעֶך. 
He fled to Hungary with many of his חֲסִידִים during WWI, and returned to 
Belz in 1925 to re-establish his court. 

 כ״ב חשון  
c. 5612 – 5687 
c.1894 – 1926 

The 3rd Belzer Rav,ר דוֹב רוֹקֵחַ זַצַ״ל שכָּׂ  was ר׳ יִשָּׂ
renowned for his ה ה ,תּוֹרָּׂ כָּׂ סַק הֲלָּׂ  and פְּ
keeping the ה סוֹרָּׂ  tradition, especially ,מְּ
when it came to ְחִנּוּך, education. He would 
say, “Teaching our children is mentioned 
in מַע רִיאַת שְּ ה together with קְּ זוּזָּׂ  and מְּ
פִלִין  This is to demonstrate how even .תְּּ
the tiniest deviation renders the education 
סוּל וֹת as it would ,פָּׂ זוּזָּׂ פִלִין and מְּ  ”!תְּּ
However, with great foresight, he gave his 
warm כוֹת רָּׂ  ,to Sarah Schenirer’s new girls’ day school בְּ
that blossomed into the בֵית יַעֲקֹב movement!  
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)בְרֵאשִית … וַיְהִי בְשַחֵת אֱלֹקִים אֶת עָרֵי הַכִכָר וַיִזְכֹר אֱלֹקִים אֶת אַבְרָהָם   
 יט:כט(

 And  so  it  happened  when  ד׳  was  destroying  the  cities  of  
the  plain  that  ד׳  remembered אַבְרָהָם …  
 himself who was אַבְרָהָם points out that it was not רַשִ״י 
remembered but rather what לוֹט had done for אַבְרָהָם. When אַבְרָהָם 
and שָרָה were in מִצְרַיִם claiming to be brother and sister, לוֹט had 
protected אַבְרָהָם by not divulging to the royal palace the secret of 
their true relationship as husband and wife. Therefore, ד׳ protected 
 .סְדוֹם and his family during the destruction of לוֹט
 R' Aharon Kotler asks an interesting question. Why wasn’t 
 of his high standard of hospitality rather than זְכוּת rescued in the לוֹט
his silence? Indeed, one of the main reasons for סְדוֹם’s destruction 
was its people’s lack of kindness and compassion. It would seem from 
this, then, that לוֹט’s hospitality should have been the more 
appropriate זְכוּת for the rescue. 
 in פִרְקֵי דְרַבִי אֶלִיעֶזֶר .s kindness was found in his children’לוֹט 
בְרֵאשִית ) went down to see ד׳ tells us that the outcry which פֶרֶק כ״ה
 s daughter. She had taken pity on a poor starving’לוֹט was from (יח:כא
man. She could not, of course, bring him food openly, so whenever she 
went to draw water from the town well, she would bring the man 
some concealed morsels of food from home. The city officials 
wondered how this poor man was able to survive, since the city rules 
strictly forbade the giving of food to the poor. 
 They put the man under official surveillance and soon 

discovered the guilty party. לוֹט’s daughter was condemned to a 
painful death, and it was her cries that were “the outcry” that rose up 
to the Heavenly Throne. If לוֹט’s own daughter died because of the 
hospitality that was established in לוֹט’s home, certainly this was a 
more logical cause for his rescue than his silence about שָרָה to the 
royal palace. 
 R' Aharon Kotler cites the Alter of Slabodka, who gives us a 
powerful insight to understand the difference in ד׳’s eyes between 
 s hospitality and his silence. Keeping quiet was a true challenge for’לוֹט
 It wasn’t natural for him; he had to struggle, but he successfully .לוֹט
passed a seemingly small test. 
 His family’s kindness did not come with the same struggle. 
They were brought up as members of אַבְרָהָם’s household and grew up 
learning from אַבְרָהָם’s kindness during the years they spent together. 
His family’s hospitality, although of the highest order, could not 
protect them as much as לוֹט’s personal struggle. לוֹט’s silence, despite 
being a seemingly far smaller act when compared to his family’s brave 
hospitality, was the result of his own qualities gained through personal 
struggle.  
 Do you realize the value in ד׳’s eyes of succeeding even over 
a small struggle? ד׳ chose the זְכוּת of לוֹט’s private struggle to remain 
silent and used that זְכוּת to protect both him and his entire family 
from סְדוֹם’s destruction. This זְכוּת was even greater than the heroic 
and courageous hospitality of לוֹט and his family in the face of the 
threat of death.  Adapted from: Talelei Oros (with kind permission from Feldheim) 
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